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Annual Convention Will be Held in Chicago 
The next annual convention of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation and Allied Associations will be held in Chicago, the week 
of January 19, 1931, with headquarters at the Stevens Hotel. 
Chicago was again chosen for the convention after careful con- 
sideration of the location and facilities offered by various cities 
which had extended invitations for the meeting. 


Distributors Awakening to Radio Campaign Opportunities 

Increasing cooperation from canners and distributors to- 
ward making the broadcasting campaign an effective merchan- 
dising event has been evidenced during the past week. As men- 
tioned last week, the Chairman of the Advertising Committee 
directed a personal letter to every canner in the United States, 
urging them to communicate with their brokers and distribu- 
tors, who are in constant touch with the retailers, in an effort 
to arouse dealer interest. 

During the week many canners have written the Chairman 
telling him what they have done. Individual firms in the indus- 
try have sent out as many as two or three thousand letters to 
their brokers and to jobbers handling their products. In con- 
nection with this. letters are coming in to headquarters not only 
from jobbers, but also from dealers, transmitting copies of their 
advertisemnts, circulars, post cards to consumers, etc., showing 
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what they are doing to stimulate interest in the radio program 
and to push the sale of canned foods. 


It is evident that, through this canner cooperation, the dis- 
tributing trades are being impressed with the opportunity that 
the broadcasting campaign offers. Those in charge of the cam- 
paign appreciate what the canners and others have done to ob- 
tain dealer interest and cooperation, and they strongly urge the 
continuance of this effort as the campaign progresses. 


Mail response from the program continues very satisfactory 
in every way. More and more interest is being shown by the 
radio audience in the publications that are being offered. Thus 
far over 19,000 copies of the first issue of the “Canny Cook 
News” have been distributed, and 9,000 copies of the recipe book 
have been asked for. Requests for “The Wonderful Story of 
Canned Foods” have begun to arrive, partly as a result of refer- 
ence to this publication in the radio programs and partly as a 
result of the double page advertisement appearing in the Satur- 
day Evening Post for April 12. 


As New York goes on daylight saving time on Monday, 
April 28th, and as the broadcasting from WEAF will be on day- 
light saving time, the programs in the Eastern states will, on 
and after that date, be given at 10.45 A. M. Eastern Standard 
Time, and in the Central states at 9.45 Central Standard Time. 
Of course, in places where daylight saving time prevails, there 
will be no change in the hour for the program. 

The program on the Coast will continue to be on the air at 
Be A. M. standard time, and in the Mountain states at 12.45 


Conferees Adopt Senate Rates on Most Agricultural Products 


The House and Senate conferees on the tariff bill on Friday 
practically completed their work on the agricultural schedule, 
adopting in most cases the rates carried in the Senate bill. A 
comparison of the House and Senate bill rates on products in 
which the canning industry is particularly interested appeared 
in the Information Letter for March 29. 

On clams and clam juice in airtight containers, the conferees 
accepted the House rate of 35 per cent instead of the Senate 
rate of 80 per cent. 

Of particular interest to the canning industry is the fact 
that the conferees adopted the Senate rate of 50 per cent on 
prepared and preserved tomatoes, the House rate on which was 
40 per cent. The Senate rate of 50 per cent on sauerkraut was 
also approved; the House rate on this article was 35 per cent. 
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The Senate rate of 8 cents a pound on oysters and oyster 
juice in airtight containers was approved. In the House bill 
this article was on the free list. 


New Bill Defining Preserve Standards Reported 


A new bill (H. R. 11514) introduced on April 9 by Chair- 
man Haugen of the House Committee on Agriculture to define 
preserve, jam, jelly and apple butter, and to set standards there- 
for, was favorably reported by the Committee on April 10 and 
placed on the House calendar. 

The bill as reported, besides defining and setting standards 
for these products, would amend the misbranding section of the 
Food and Drugs Act by providing that the products shall be 
deemed to be misbranded if (1) the fruit or fruits used in its 
preparation be not plainly and conspicuously named on the label 
in the order of their predominance by weight, or (2) the saccha- 
rine substances used in its preparation be not plainly and con- 
spicuously named on the label in terms of common usage (for 
example, “cane sugar,” “beet sugar,” “corn sugar,” and so on) 
and in the order of their predominance by weight, or (3) pectin 
and/or pectinous preparations and/or harmless organic acids 
“= Ae preparation be not plainly and conspicuously named 
on 


Navy Asks Bids on Canned Prunes 

The Navy Department is asking for bids on 455,000 pounds 
of canned prunes, for delivery either as a whole at Mare Island, 
Calif., or in shipments of 30,000 pounds to Boston, Mass., 85,000 
pounds to Brooklyn, N. Y., 30,000 pounds to Philadelphia, Pa., 
130,000 pounds to Hampton Roads, 110,000 pounds to Mare 
Island, Calif., and 70,000 pounds to Bremerton, Wash. Schedule 
No. 3190 on which to submit bids may be obtained from the Bu- 


— — and Accounts, Navy Department, Washing- 
n, D. C. 


Truck Crop Prospects 

The Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates has issued 
the following statement relative to the production of green peas, 
strawberries, cabbage and snap beans for shipment as truck 
crops. 

Green peas.—The forecast of production of 2,648,000 bush- 
els for the second early group of states (California, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and South Carolina) is 29 per cent above the 1929 
production and 83 per cent above the average production for 
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the flve-year period, 1925-29. The acreage in this group is re- 
ported as 30 per cent greater than the acreage grown in 1929. 
Although the yields indicated for California and South Carolina 
are lower than yields last year, the acreage is greater and indi- 
cations are for a larger production in all states in this group. 


Strawberries.—Both the revised estimate of acreage and 
forecast of production for the second early. groups of states are 
20 per cent below the 1929 estimates. Although the average 
yield per acre indicated for the group is about the same as the 
yield last year, all states, except Arkansas, have higher yields 
forecast for this season. The low yield indicated for Arkansas 
is due to drouth last fall and severe cold during the past winter. 
These indications are based on the condition of the crop on April 
1, and are subject to change. The production in the second early 
states is forecast at 72,562,000 quarts, in the early states 68,- 
149,000 quarts, and for the two groups, 140,711,000 quarts. 


Cabbage.—The production forecast of 80,800 tons for six 
of the second early groups of states is 29 per cent smaller than 
the production in these states in 1929. The revised estimate of 
acreage is 32 per cent below the 1929 acreage but a higher yield 
per acre is indicated for the group. 

Snap beans.—A production of 2,393,000 bushels, or 7 per 
cent larger than the 1929 production and 27 per cent larger than 
the average for the five-year period, 1925-29, is forecast for the 
early group of states (California, Florida and Texas). Al- 
though the acreage is reported as 21 per cent greater than the 
acreage grown last year, the average yield per acre indicated 
for the group is 11 per cent smaller than the yield produced last 
year and 7 per cent smaller than the five-year average yield. 


Cucumbers for Pickles in California 


A survey of canners’ intentions to plant made by the Cali- 
fornia Cooperative Crop Reporting Service shows an increase 
of 900 acres in the acreage to be devoted to pickling cucumbers 
as compared with the 1929 harvested acreage. The increase is 
mainly in the Sacramento Valley and the San Francisco Bay 
counties. The intended acreage for 1930 is reported at 3,610, 


compared with an actual acreage of 2,713 in 1929 and 2,761 in 
1928. 


Mexican West Coast Vegetable Exports to United States 

Exports of winter vegetables from the Mexican West Coast 
to the United States from the beginning of the current season 
up to the middle of March amounted to 83,536,000 pounds as 
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compared with 79,392,000 pounds up to the end of March last 
season, according to the American vice consul at Nogales. 

Shipments of tomatoes and green peppers show a decline 
but this decline was more than offset by the increase in the ship- 
ment of green peas. During the first four months of the 1928- 
29 season tomatoes constituted 68 per cent of the total ship- 
ments and green peas 24 per cent. Thus far this season, De- 
cember 1 to March 15, tomatoes have constituted only 59 per 
cent of the total while green peas made up 35 per cent. 

The area planted to tomatoes on the Mexican West Coast 
this season has been estimated at 49,608 acres as against 63,509 
acres for the 1928-29 season. Although the total shipments of 
tomatoes thus far this season do not indicate a material decrease 
in the acreage, it must be remembered that a revolution was in 
progress on the Mexican West Coast during March and April 
last year and that the consequent interruptions in railroad traffic 
and shortage of refrigerator cars resulted in a drastic curtail- 
ment of shipments through the port of Nogales during that 
period. Shipments of tomatoes to the United States during the 
first two weeks of March totalled 19,000,000 pounds against 
12,803,000 pounds during the entire month of March, 1929. 


The decrease in the acreage planted to tomatoes during the 
current season was offset by an increase in the acreage devoted 
to the culture of green peas. Thus far this season (through 
March 15, 1930), a total of 2,164 cars of green peas have been 
shipped to the United States from the West Coast of Mexico. 
This represents an increase of nearly 900 cars over the total 
shipped to the end of March last year. The movement of green 
peas to the United States usually ends the latter part of Febru- 
ary. At the present time virtually no shipments are being made. 

During the last two weeks of December, 1929, nearly 358 
carloads of green peas were exported to the United States from 
the West Coast of Mexico. As a result of these heavy shipments 
the American market was flooded during the Christmas holiday 
season and the export price of green peas dropped accordingly. 
In an endeavor to remedy that situation, large shippers en- 
tered into an agreement looking to a curtailment in the 
green pea exports until the market revived. This volunteer plan 
was not wholly successful and the aid of the State Government 
of Sonora was invoked. The Governor of Sonora, under date of 
January 30, 1930, promulgated a decree which increased the 
State production tax on green peas from 5 cents to $2.50 a crate. 
This decree was almost immediately modified so as to apply only 
to inferior grades of peas. Peas grading five kernels or better 
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to the pod were taxed at the old rate of 5 cents a crate. Asa 
result only peas of good quality were shipped inasmuch as the 
production tax on inferior grades was prohibitive. This mea- 
sure is credited with having been instrumental in checking the 
demoralization of the green pea market in the United States 
at the height of the shipping season. 

It is now estimated that approximately 2,150 carloads of 
tomatoes remain to be moved from the Mexican West Coast pro- 
ducing areas during the months of April, May and June, accord- 
ing to the American consul at Mazatlan. This compares with 
1,000 carloads during the same months in 1929 and with 1,550 
and 1,500 carloads respectively during the same months of 1928 
and 1927. 

Thus far this season all factors seem to have been favorable 
to the development and marketing of the crop. A careful check 
of the tomato situation on the Mexican West Coast has just been 
completed and crop conditions in general were found to be very 
good. Growers are reported as being satisfied with the prices 
being paid for their tomatoes in the American market this sea- 
son and shipments are continuing at a steady rate. The quality 
of the tomatoes being shipped this season is reported as good. 


New Standard Containers Adopted by Canada 
By a Ministerial Order of March 17, 1930, information con- 
cerning which was forwarded to the Department of Commerce 
by the assistant commercial attache at Ottawa, Canada, the fol- 
lowing additional standard containers have been added to the 
list of standardized containers for canned fruits and vegetables 
established by Order in Council P.C. 920 of May 29, 1929: 


Date for Sardine Packers Trade Conference Set 
The Federal Trade Commission has scheduled the previous- 
ly authorized trade practice conference for the sardine packers’ 
industry to be held Thursday, May 1, in Bangor, Maine, at the 
— Exchange Hotel. Commissioner C. W. Hunt will pre- 
The conference will discuss such subjects as price discrimi- 
nation, failure to fill accepted orders, failure of buyer to accept 


Diameter Height 
No. of Can Inches —— 
1 Special „ 3 2 1/4 
2% Dees 4 1/16 2 6/16 
8b ũ — „„ 4 174 5 3/16 
8-ounce ee 2 11/16 8 1/4 
20-ounce er eee ee eee 8 1/16 4 11/16 
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delivery of orders, brokerage charges, and committee on trade 
practices. 


Truck Crop Markets 
Fruit and vegetable markets were in a far better position 
during the week ended April 5 than they have been for quite a 
while, according to the U. S. Market News Service. 


First cantaloupes of the season in carlots arrived from the 
West Coast of Mexico, and it will not be long until the Imperial 
Valley of California is shipping cantaloupes. 


Shipments of string beans from the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas increased to 90 cars last week; Florida originated 60. 


Cauliflower movement dropped to 300 cars for the seven- 
day period, mostly California stock. Forwardings of Texas spin- 
ach increased slightly to 370 cars, and Virginia went up to 115 
cars. The Texas carrot movement became quite active again. 


Green pea shipments from California totaled 105 cars. 
Sweet potato forwardings increased to 310 cars, half of which 
came from Tennessee. 


Orange shipments still required 1,635 cars. Forwardings 
from California decreased to 1,165, while Florida started 465 
cars to market. Shipments of Florida grapefruit increased to 
770 cars, but other states originated only 60, and imports 
amounted to 115 cars. 


Arrivals of cabbage from foreign countries were quite 
heavy, totaling 145 from Holland, 35 from Denmark, and 15 
from Germany. Domestic movement was fast increasing from 
— Carolina and totaled 75 cars, with 445 from Florida and 

exas. 


Apple shipments were still around 175 cars daily, of which 
the western states furnished about 100 cars. Movement recent- 
ly has been heavier than a year ago, partly because of heavy 
holdings in the West. Washington last week forwarded 610 
cars. New York increased temporarily to 300, and Virginia 
started 135 cars to market. 


Florida’s tomato output decreased, but imports from Mexico 
were still very active. Florida shipments were only 255 cars, 
with 615 additional from Mexico. 


There was further delay in movement of Louisiana straw- 
berries. Only 90 cars rolled from that state, compared with 510 
during the same week last season. Florida was credited with 
only 40 and Texas with 10 cars. First movement of 21 carloads 
was reported from Alabama. 


˖ 
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Output of 24 leading products together increased to 16,925 
cars, or 1,500 more than during the same week last season. 


450 
429 
332 
405 
503 
97 
5 
778 
23 
56 
70 
21 
356 
100 
87 
2 
469 
74⁰ 


Information Desired on Consumer Damage Claims 
The Washington office of the Association is endeavoring to 
keep as complete a file as possible of claimants, attorneys and 
physicians who are involved in claims of illness or injury at- 
tributed to canned foods. 


Whether such claims are referred to the Association for in- 
vestigation or not, members are requested to send the Associa- 
tion the names and addresses of such persons for our record 
file. By keeping such a file, it is possible to find out whether 
persons are making a business out of damage claims. This is 
important information to have in deciding what attitude should 
be assumed in reference to such claims. 


In furnishing such information to other canners, the Asso- 
ciation will not, of course, disclose the source of the information. 


Business Conditions 


According to the weekly statement of the Department of 
Commerce for the week ended April 5, business, as indicated by 
the volume of check payments, was more than 20 per cent higher 
than in the previous week but about 10 per cent lower than for 
the corresponding week of 1929. Steel plants during the latest 
reported week showed greater productive activity than during 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
930 1930 920 April 5 April6 season 
Apples, total 1,108 1,917 701 96,086 123,023 187.880 
Eastern States ....... 504 249 40,208 60,647 62,708 
Western States ...... — 1 
Cabbage: 
Domes tlie 546 6,770 10,487 44,188 
1 3 7 0 0 
— 205 8,607 6,807 9,608 
Green peas: 
105 1,086 Bat 5.168 
2,118 1,851 1,851 
xed v 
Domestic e 952 9,664 11,042 32,447 
1 22 ais 160 218 
— eee 52 20,742 24,201 24,480 
rs: 
bees 93 582 831 8,288 
490 7,507 8,103 10,349 
161 1,700 2,421 18,686 
1 148 2,800 1,042 8,621 
3 0 0 
Tomatoes: 
— 256 2,871 4.182 51,043 
624 5.484 4,577 5,871 


INFORMATION LETTER 1941 


the previous week, but about 21 per cent less activity than that 
of a year ago. 

The value of building contracts showed a drop of about 20 
per cent from the previous week and was also considerable less 
than for the corresponding week of last year. 

The general index of wholesale prices was slightly higher 
than last week but 7 per cent lower than it was in 1929 for the 
corresponding week. 

Bank loans and discounts were higher at the end of the 
week than in either the previous week or the same period of the 
preceding year. Prices for stocks continued to rise and were 
but slightly below those for 1929. Interest rates were more 
than 50 per cent lower than for last year, but compared with a 
week ago call money was a little higher and time money remained 
unchanged. 

Movement of commodities by rail, as indicated by the latest 
reported statistics, was less than either the previous week or the 
same period of the preceding year. 


Other 


Week ended March 2 885,159 333.460 245,121 284,578 
Ff 875.5462 360,144 251,487 263,961 
Corresponding week, 1920 ........ 969,196 $18,062 266,139 284,005 
Corresponding week, 1928 ........ 948,748 878,585 261,652 308,506 


Australia Imposes Limitations on Importation of Long List of 
Goods 


Effective April 4, the Australian Government has placed 
varying measures of restriction on the importation of goods 
shipped from the country of origin after April 3, according to 
a radiogram to the Department of Commerce from the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Sydney. 


One group of commodities may be imported only with the 
previous written consent of the Minister of Foreign Trade and 
Customs; importation of another group is restricted to 50 per 
cent of the volume of imports of the 12 months period previous 
to and ending on March 31, 1930; while still a third group is 
subject to a 50 per cent increase of the present import duties. 


Included among the goods importation of which is prohibit- 
ed except with the previous written consent of the Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Customs are fruits preserved in liquid; vege- 
tables salted or preserved in liquid, or partly preserved or pulp- 
ed; jams and jellies; meats preserved in tins and other airtight 
containers; pickles; and sauces and chutney. 


CAR LOADING 
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Canned Milk Trade in British Malaya During 1929 


Imports of canned milk into British Malaya during 1929 
were 1,548,726 cases, against 1,368,091 in 1928, an increase of 
180,635 cases, or 11 per cent, according to the assistant trade 
commissioner at Singapore. When re-exports are subtracted, 
the total net imports are shown to have increased by 174,813 
cases, or 18 per cent, from 1,159,583 cases in 1928 to 1,334,396 
cases in 1929. 


Of the imports of sweetened condensed milk amounting in 
1929 to 1,398,069 cases, the United States supplied only 575 
cases, while 38,344 cases out of a total of 58,054 cases of un- 
sweetened condensed milk were furnished by the United States. 
The imports of sterilized natural milk totaled 92,603 cases, of 
which 30,831 came from the United States. 


Standardization of Canned Fish in France 


L’Association Francaise de Normalization, continuing its 
study of standardized containers, reports that the following 
standardized sizes have been established for canned fish, accord- 
ing to information from the assistant trade commissioner at 
Paris. 

Sardines.—It is determined that the normal can 4/4 will 
have a mathematical content of 850 cubic centimeters (51.87 
cubic inches) after closure. Multiples (generally 2) will be 
the exact multiples of the contents of the size 4/4. Fractional 
sizes, not including special models or cans designed for the 
French export trade, will vary in content between 60 and 365 
cubic centimeters (3.66 to 22.27 cubic inches). 

Tuna.—The sizes of cans of this series will be defined ac- 
cording to the weight of the container filled with water; multi- 
ple and fractional multiples (approximately 6) will be exact 


multiples or fractional multiples of the standard size 4/4 weigh- 
ing one kilo (2.2 lbs.). 


Increased Import Duties in South Africa 


The Union of South Africa import duties were increased, 
effective as of March 26, 1930, on certain foodstuffs, according 
to a cable from the American trade commissioner at Johannes- 
burg. Revised and former rates of duty as applying to imports 
from the United States are indicated, the former duties being 
those included in parentheses : 


Fruits, bottled, tinned or otherwise preserved, except crys- 
tallized fruits, but including pulp and candied peel, in bulk, 5 
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cents per pound, (4 cents per pound); dates in bulk, 3 cents per 
pound, (1 cent per Ib.); dates in cartons, 4 cents per pound, (2 
cents per Ib.); dried fruits, not including dates and nuts, 6 cents 
per pound, (41% cents per lb.) 


Exports of Canned Grapefruit From Florida Ports 

Exports of canned grapefruit from Florida ports during 
the two weeks ending April 5, 1930, all of which went to the 
United Kingdom, amounted to 7,543 cases, according to infor- 
mation received in the Department of Commerce from its Jack- 
sonville District Office. Total exports during the present season 
through April 5 have amounted to 57,230 cases, of which 55,035 
went to the United Kingdom, 2,155 to Canada and 40 to Ger- 
many. 


Will Consider Phony Peach Quarantine of Mississippi 

A public hearing as to the advisability of extending to the 
state of Mississippi the quarantine on account of the phony 
peach disease will be held on April 24, before the Plant Quaran- 


tine and Control Administration and the Federal Quarantine 
Board in Washington, D. C. 


European Markets for Fruit Juices 

The markets for fruit juices and fruit syrups in continental 
Europe are described in Trade Information Bulletin No. 683, 
just issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
The reports in this bulletin reveal that fruit juices and syrups 
are now used to a rather small extent in the countries of Europe, 
but in most of them their use is increasing. 


Preparation and Use of Sprays 

The preparation and use of sprays is discussed in Bulletin 
No. 259 issued in February by the State Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Corvalis, Oregon. The bulletin gives the formu- 
las for various sprays, along with suggestions as to their appli- 
cation. It also contains a chart showing what commonly used 


insecticides and fungicides may be safely mixed in the spray 


Russia to Develop Its Canning Industry 

The Russian canning industry is planning an expansion pro- 
gram to include the installation of 55 factories, with a capital 
expenditure of over $30,000,000, according to reports in the 
French press transmitted to the Department of Commerce by 
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the American trade commissioner in Paris. The new installa- 
tions will be devoted to canning salmon, shrimp, and other fish, 
as well as fruits and vegetables and condensed milk. The prin- 
cipal factories already in construction are located in the Far 
East, Transcaucasia, Caucasia and Crimea. Three plants have 
already been constructed, one at Leningrad, another at Astra- 
kan, and one at Nijni-Novgorod. 


South Africa to Have Food Council 


At a meeting of representatives of the fruit canning and 
growing industry in South Africa in February, it was decided 
to form a council to promote the production, manufacture and 
sale of South African fruits. The office of the American trade 
commissioner at Johannesburg reports that the council's activi- 
ties will follow the policy of the National Food Council of Great 
Britain, and will include investigations both at home and abroad 
to collect information on the industry, promotion of the estab- 
lishment of canning factories where advisable, cooperation with 
the distributors, publicity on the medical and other advantages 
of fruit products, and promotion of South African export trade 
in agricultural products. 


Crisis in Malayan Canning Industry 
Low prices have brought about a crisis in the Malayan pine- 
apple canning industry, according to the American trade com- 
missioner at Singapore. Two of the canners are reported near 
bankruptcy, and the canners’ combine formed in March has been 
ineffective as some members have broken the verbal agreement 
by selling below the stated prices. 


